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Lucca, Florence, Bologna, Modena, Parma, and Turin.1 He
was twenty-eight years old when he set forth, with a Govern-
ment pension of £300 a year and an Oxford Fellowship (Mag-
dalen College) worth about £200, and he passed altogether
twelve months in Italy. This was meant as part of the pre-
paration for a political-literary career in the service of the
Whigs, who then dominated English politics. Addison's in-
terest in Italy was mainly classical. Most of the visitors to
Italy, if they did not go simply for the pleasure of the Carnival
of Venice, went to review and make more vivid their acquaint-
ance with ancient classical art and literature. Gibbon at the
age of twenty-six set forth to visit Italy, but he stopped on
the way at Lausanne (1763) and spent nearly a year there going
over his classical studies, and compiling an elaborate treatise
on the peoples, provinces, and towns of ancient Italy, with
numerous illustrative citations from Latin authors—his scholar's
guide-book to the fascinating land of bygone literature and
learning. He later went onward to Italy, and conceived the
idea of writing The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire,
an historic,episode which he calls " the greatest, perhaps the
most awful, scene in the history of mankind ": " It was at
Rome on the fifteenth of October, 1764, as I sat musing
among the ruins of the Capitol, while the barefooted friars
were singing vespers in the temple of Jupiter, that the idea
of writing the decline and fall of the city first started into
my mind." " This work," he wrote, when it was completed,
in 1787, " amused and exercised nearly twenty years of my
life."
Nobody, probably, ever went with a better mental and
spiritual equipment to Italy than Goethe—young (he was thirty-
seven years old), ardent, replete with a generous store of classical
learning, gained at the Gymnasium of Frankfort, with an
absorbing (and lifelong) devotion to culture, already the author
of great works, and with the ambition—and the power—to com-
pose greater. " The principal object of my journey," he later
told the Duke of Weimar, " was to cure myself of the physical
1 Joseph Addison, Remarks on Italy {Works, ed. 1856, pp. 357-358).

